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N8C BRIEFING 8 July 1938

k.

i1,

FRAQ

Continuing signs of Qamim's growing resolve to limit influence of
iragl Communists.

A,

3.

B,

.

¥a

Orders to aray and police for rigorous enforcement of govern-
ment ‘s decision to curtail functions of Communist-infiltrated
Popular Resistance Forces and to permit them to carry wespons
oply during training periods.

Retirement of opportunistic, Communist~incliped commander of
army's second division,

Statement by Qasim last Sunday opposing “"reconstituted aational
front” and implying Commsunist press should stick teo truthful
reporting. Froat is sew Communist pressure tactic oa govermmeat.
Continuing press attacks on Comsunist party by aews organs of
socislist National Demoeratic party and by two natioanalist
newspapers which have suddenly been allowed to resume publicstion
Kationalists showing belligsrence in street clakhes with Commu~-
nists,

Amb Jernegan feels these signs warrant conclusion CQasim de-
finitely intends to curb Communists,

This does not moan, however, that tide has tursed irrevocably
agsinast Communists, who retain an influential position in goverament

ministries and mass organizations,

A,

Qasim still appesrs to be seeking only to reduce Communist
party power to point where Communists decome sinply one of
several pelitical influences and groups which he hopes to hold

in balance,
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Communist party might adopt temporary tactic of ascommwdation,
uging this time to streagthen organizatien and disciplime for
eventusl showdown. Party militants, however, might force early
counter-attack on Qasim if they fesl situation really slipping

my tron 2on. [
_ Communists are planning major demon-

stration in Baghdad on anight of 9-10 July. Im view of saall-
scale clashes between Communiets and aationslists in Baghdad

- suburbs during past few days, such a Communist rally would be

1ikely to snd in considerable vieolence and might well test
ability of Qasin and army to meet Communist chmllienge,

111, Hesnwhile Qssim goverament continues to expand ties with and
dependence npon Bino-Soviet bloc.

A

B,

C.

D.

Further agresments ia fields of culture, education, health,
and specialized techunical assistance,

USSR has even offsred to purchase large share of such minor
crops as cettonm,

Soviet military deliveries are continuing at a high rate; at
least three additional shiploads of airemsft tanks and ether
eguipsent arrived at Basra during June, and additicnal aid is
expected to arrive shertliy. This makes 15 shiploads since
deliveries began last November,

USSR is sending Deputy Foreign Minister V.V. Xusnetsov to
head a delegation to Irag for celedbration of first anniversary
of revolution for which Qasim is planning aammwoth demonstiration,
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